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Lac qui Parle - Yellow Bank Watershed District
DFSlqpybwatershed.org

LQP County Commissioners’ Room
September 2, 2026
Meeting #679

1. CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Andrew Weber called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m.  A quorum was present.

Board members present: Andrew Weber, Mike Knutson, Daniel Buseth, Jon Olson, and Brent Larson.
Board members absent: None
Staff Present: Trudy Hastad, Ethan Kack, Jennifer Schuelke, Makenna Halvorson, Abby VanKempen, & Jared Roiland.
Staff Absent: Eric Stahl.
Others Present: none.

General Business
Agenda
Manager Mike Knutson moved to approve the amended agenda, seconded by Manager Daniel Buseth.  Motion passed 5-0.

Secretary’s Report
Manager Jon Olson moved to approve minutes #678 as emailed, seconded by Manager Mike Knutson.  Motion passed 5-0.

Treasurer’s Report
Manager Jon Olson reviewed the Treasurer’s report.  Manager Mike Knutson moved to approve the Treasurer’s report, seconded by Manager Jon Olson.  Motion passed 5-0.

Manager Brent Larson motioned transferring $25,000 from the park deposit account to the park expense account, seconded by Manager Daniel Buseth.  Motion passed 5-0.

Bills									Details 08/06/2026 – 09/04/2026
General Klein Account
	6722	Sitter Excavating LLC				payment 6 Florida Creek		$11,400.00
											TOTAL		$11,400.00
Park Expense Account
2130	Lac qui Parle County Environmental	park cell phone					$38.41
2131	Midcontinent Communications		park internet					$60.00
2132	C.A.S. Plumbing & Heating		Check AC @ park residence			$397.45
2133	Running’s Supply	paper towels, cleaners, tape, spray paint, 1 gallon sprayer,staples$148.31
2134	Farmward Cooperative			Diesel, lawn mower blades			$113.56
2135	Auto Value Canby			washer fluid					$6.00
2136	Doug’s Service & Marine		lawn mower blades				$157.20
Tran	LQP General Acct			August park payroll				$3,530.09
										TOTAL		$5,214.75
UPB General Account
	5324	LQP-YB Liability Acct			PERA						$2,223.91
	5325	LQP-YB Liability Acct			Voya						$200.00
	5326	LQP-YB Liability Acct			Federal withholding				$3,295.44
	5327	Valley Office Products			Kleen & dry display cleaners, scissors, pens	$53.69
	5328	LQP County Auditor/Treas		5 plat books					$135.00
	5329	Lloyd Schrunk				cost-share on dam restoration			$19,399.87
	5330	Houston Engineering			CD #57 & #63 improvements			$12,353.75
	5331	Rinke Noonan Attorney’s		monthly retainer				$200.00
	5332	Lake Hendricks Improvement Assn	2027 annual membership dues			$50.00
	5333	Canby New’s, Inc.			two-week budget ad				$95.00
	5334	Dawson Sentinel			two-week budget ad				$110.00
	5335	Lac qui Parle County Auditor/Treasurer	August postage					$130.66
	5336	City of Madison				shop utilities					$73.09
	5337	Jared Roiland				meal reimbursement (MADI)			$17.43	
	5338	LQP County Auditor/Treasurer		eyemed,dental,Colonial, life, daycare flex	$1,560.18
	5339	LQP County Auditor/Treasurer		Health insurance				$12,769.37
	5340	LQP-YB Liability				Federal withholding				$4,182.24
	5341	LQP-YB Liability				State withholding				$1,178.00
	5342	LQP-YB Liability				August sales & use tax				$187.00
	5343	LQP-YB Liability				PERA						$2,917.97
	5344	LQP-YB Liability				Voya						$1,033.00
26157-26162	semi-monthly payroll			August 16-31 payroll				$10,997.46
26163-26167	monthly payroll				August park payroll				$3,530.09	
											TOTAL		$76,693.15
Debit Card
	DC	Intuit		payroll expense								$47.56
	DC	Blueland	Dryer balls for fair (reimb by County)					$51.30
	DC	Holiday Inn	Summer tour lodging							$583.21
	DC	Best Western 	Stahl SSTS lodging							$138.38		DC	Tickets MN	Summer Tour Registrations						$610.20												TOTAL		$1,430.65
DITCH ACT
	1395	Sando Weed & Brush Control		tree spraying WS #55; WS #11; WS Lat A #85	$3,154.20												TOTAL		$3,154.00

Manager Brent Larson motioned to approve the bills, seconded by manager Mike Knutson.  Motion passed 5-0.

1W1P (One Watershed One Plan)
	C23-006 Implementation Grant 2023-2025
	Contract approvals:  
	None
	Contract payments:  	
· Peter Haugen – #C23-2024-010 – sections 10 & 16, Freeland Twp – no till practice for $26,640.00
C25-0264 Implementation Grant 2025-2026
	Contract approvals:   
1.) Dorn Sivertson	Section 32, Oshkosh – strip till/multi species crops for $21,780.00
2.) Ryan Smith		sections 6,7,8 Hamlin & section 12, Garfield – 2-year cover crop for $31,250.00












































Contract payments:   None
CRP Incentive Grant Contracts:
	Payment: None
	
Manager Dan Buseth motioned to approve a 1W1P contract to Dorn Sivertson for strip till/multi species crops in section 32, OshKosh Twp for $21,780.00 and for Ryan Smith for 2-year cover crop in sections 6, 7,8, Hamlin Twp and section 12, Garfield Twp for $31,250.00 from the 1W1P grant C25-0264, seconded by Manager Jon Olson.  Upon vote, motion passed 5-0.

2. OTHERS: None.

3. STAFF REPORTS
Ethan Kack – Park Manager
· DNR was out and they installed the new fishing pier.  Comments have been very favorable.
· The Labor Day weekend will be busy as the campground is full.
· Discussed the shop and possible replacement in 2027.  Probably a 30X50 with 12’ ceilings.  Ethan will get a quote.
· Cost of the engraved boulder rock for signs is approximately $1000 to $1600, waiting on the final estimate.
· Discussed possible updates for the park in 2027 – mower, shed, picnic tables, & new wiring in the campground – Ethan will get some quotes.

Jennifer Schuelke – Environmental, Solid Waste, HHW Specialist 
· I have been working on putting together the fair booth for the LQP County Fair, with prizes including 2 recycling tote bins, 2 packs of Earth Breeze laundry detergent sheets, & 3 sets of blue land wool dryer balls.
· The 4th special item collection was held on August 8, 2026.  Next collection will be September 12, 2026.
· The 1st fall paper shredding event was held in Dawson on August 19th from 3 to 6 p.m.
· The fall HHW collections are scheduled for Wednesday, September 23 from 3-6 pm at the County Garage in Dawson.
· The MN Dept of Ag’s fall Pesticide Container Collection will be held week of September 28th.
· The LQP County Commissioners approved of the SW Region 10-year Solid Waste Plan at their Board meeting on Tuesday, September 1st.

Abby VanKempen – Planning & Zoning, Feedlot, SSTS Coordinator – Administrator Hastad read in her absence.
· Attended the District D meeting a couple weeks ago and there was a lot of discussion regarding Data centers and battery storage.
· A Prairie Grass Festival is scheduled to be held September 19, 2026.
· We have a variance hearing this afternoon regarding a request to build within road setback in Rosen.
· Applied for the low-income SSTS grant last month but haven’t heard the approved amount we will receive.
· Eric is attending SSTS classes in Rochester this week.
· A landowner is receiving EQUIP money from NRCS to expand and upgrade his manure lagoon.  This will also require a construction feedlot permit and CUP from the County.
· Passport mailing labels discontinuing the sticker label we use.  Passport services suggest using a click n ship account with the post office.  Requesting to use the debit card for a Click N Ship account with the post office.  Discussion followed.













































Manager Mike Knutson motioned to approve using the WS debit card for a click- n -chip account with the US post office to facilitate passport mailings, seconded by Manager Brent Larson.  Motion passed 5-0.

Makenna Halvorson – Ditch Finance Specialist – Trudy gave a quick update.
· Finished working on the 2027 ditch fund balances and requested 1-year assessments on various ditches with the LQP County Commissioners.  
· Helped with WS payroll.
· Balanced bank statements for the WS and the County.
· Worked on County month end.
· Attended Summer Tour at Detroit Lakes August 25-26th.

Eric Stahl – Coordinator/WCA – absent attending SSTS training in Rochester.

  Jared Roiland – Ditch Inspector   
· Eric & I attended the LQP River Floodway meeting on August 25th in Canby, MN.
· Attended Summer Tour in Detroit Lakes August 25-26th.
· The Policy Committee for 1W1P met and approved the proposed funding of 11% of the CD 57/63 storage pond.  
· This month I have been busy working with the SWCD on drone inspections on a portion of our County Ditch systems and some Watershed Ditches.
· Trudy, Makenna, & I went through the LQP County ditch systems and the Watershed Ditch systems to see if they needed any assessments.  We would recommend a 1-year assessment on WS#2 in the amount of $8,000.
· Discussed the WS #1 repair reported by Jerry Thompson and the dispute between Nate Martinson, Doug Dejong, & Larson Tiling.  Discussion followed with the Board agreeing this should be worked out between the contractors.

At 9:56 a.m. Chairman Andrew Weber recessed the regular Watershed Meeting.

Chairman Andrew Weber opened the public hearing for the 2027 budget & levy at 10:00 a.m.   Managers present: Andrew Weber, Jon Olson, Brent Larson, Mike Knutson, & Daniel Buseth.  Managers absent: None.  Staff present: Administrator Trudy Hastad.  Others: None.  Chairman Weber noted a quorum was present for the hearing.

Administrator Hastad read the notice as was published for two weeks in the Western Guard, Dawson Sentinel, Canby News, & the Hendricks Buffalo Ridge Newspapers.  Hastad noted she did not receive any questions or concerns from the public.

The managers reviewed the proposed levy & budget for 2027 of $400,000.  This is proposed to be levied on real property in Lac qui Parle, Yellow Medicine, & Lincoln Counties within District boundaries and collected in 2027 of which $400,000 will be levied pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 103D.905, Subd 3 to pay for administration and projects identified in the district’s approved and adopted plan necessary to implement the purposes of the district.  Hastad reported that Lac qui Parle share is 74.7518% being $299,007.20, Yellow Medicine share is 17.1594% being $68,637.60, and Lincoln share is 8.0888% being $32,355.20 for a total of $400,000.

Manager Weber asked for any questions from the Board of Managers.  There were none and none from the public.

Manager Jon Olson motioned to approve the 2027 budget & levy of $400,000 pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 103D.905, Subd. 3 to pay for administration and project identified in the district’s approved and adopted plan necessary to implement the purposes of the district, seconded by Manager Mike Knutson.  Motion passed 5-0.











































Hastad presented the Watershed Ditch balances and requested a one-year special assessment be placed on Watershed Ditch #2 for $8,000.  Discussion followed.

Manager Jon Olson motioned to approve a one-year special assessment be placed on WS Ditch #2 for $8,000, seconded by Manager Mike Knutson.  Motion passed 5-0.

Chairman Andrew Weber closed the public hearing at 10:15 a.m.

Chairman Andrew Weber re-opened the regular Board meeting at 10:16 a.m.

4. OLD BUSINESS
· Waiting for the draft preliminary report for the CD #44 improvement.
· The 1W1P Policy committee approved using WBIF funding for the 11% of the pond that is not affected by the improvement projects for the CD #57 & 63 projects.   H2Overviewers are working on the final viewing of the improvements.  BWSR now wants to review for a couple of WCA concerns.
· Reported on the landowner meeting held regarding the LQP Floodway on August 25, 2026, in Canby.
· Manager Olson reported on Summer Tour held in Detroit Lakes August 25-26th.

5. NEW BUSINESS
· Hastad reviewed a resolution for the SSTS grant authorizing Eric Stahl as project representative for the implementation of the SSTS Loan Phase IV Clean Water Partnership Project. (attached resolution) Discussion followed.

Manager Jon Olson motioned approving the attached SSTS Loan Phase IV Clean Water Partnership Project and authorizing Eric Stahl to be the project representative, seconded by Manager Daniel Buseth.  Motion passed 5-0.

· Hastad discussed the 8-20-26 payroll issue due to the new debit card.  She reported that the issue was resolved with intuit & QuickBooks help.
· Manager Larson discussed the leafy spurge concern on R-6 & Lazarus creek dam sites.  Larson will hire the contractor to spray the dams via drone.

	PERMIT APPROVALS
14644	Renew	Donn Streich		Mehurin, 26		seepage lines			9/3/26 JO
14645		Ryan Smith		Freeland, 27		seepage, main tile		9/3/26 JO
14646		Braxton Thompson	Baxter, 17		seepage tiles			9/3/26 BL
14647		Gary Robertson		Providence, 34		main, seepage tile, intakes	9/3/26 BL
14648	Renew	Lee Schmidt		Manfred, 5		seepage tile, intakes		9/3/26 BL
14649		Redgy Matthies		Agassiz, 34		seepage, main tile		9/3/26 AW
14650		Dwayne Strei		Yellow Bank, 24		ditch cleanout			9/3/26 AW
14651	MN DOT Kellen Welinski	Mehurin, 22		riprap, culvert replacement	9/3/26 MK
14652		David Lanners		Omro, 23		seepage tiles			9/3/26 MK
14653		Kevin Doom		Norman, 9		seepage tiles			9/3/26 MK
14654		Kadyn Fernholz		Lake Shore, 36		seepage, main tile, intakes	9/3/26 JO
14655		Jake Dove		Cerro Gordo, 10		seepage, intakes		9/3/26 JO
14656		Tom Bornhorst		Madison, 3		seepage, main tile		9/3/26 JO
14657		Donn Streich		Mehurin, 14		seepage tile, intakes		9/3/26 JO
14658		Stan Streich		Perry, 18		ditch cleanout			9/3/26 AW
14659		Paul Radermacher	Walter, 2		ditch cleanout			9/3/26 AW
14660		Steve Eidem		August, 33		seepage, main tile, intakes	9/3/26 AW













































14661		Taylor Radermacher		Perry, 19	main tile, seepage, intakes	09/08/26 AW

Permits Held: Paul Rademacher, Taylor Radermacher & Eidem pending review.

Manager Jon Olson motioned to approve the permits, seconded by Manager Mike Knutson.  Motion passed 5-0.

6.  NEXT MEETING DATE
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, October 7, 2026, at 8:30 a.m. in the Courthouse Commissioners Room.

7.  ADJOURN
Manager Andrew Weber adjourned the meeting at 11:20 a.m.

______________________________
Andrew Weber, Chairman																		_______________________________________			ATTEST:		                   				                            Brent Larson, Secretary
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